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'* This same little Lydie entices my actors into her
dressing-room, and then all of a sudden she screams
out that she is being outraged m order to get hush-
money out of them. It's her lover who has taught
her the trick, and takes the coin. You were

saying, Madame Doulce------"

" After a long and interesting conversation,"
resumed Madame Doulce, " Monsieur 1'Abbe Mira-
belle suggested a favourable solution He gave
me to understand that, in order to remove all
difficulties, it would be sufficient for a physician
to certify that Chevalier was not in full possession
of his faculties, and that he was not responsible foi
his acts."

c< But,"   observed   Pradel,   *' Chevalier  wasn't
insane.    He was in full possession of his faculties."
a It's not for us to say," replied Madame Doulce.
" What do we know about it ? "

" No," said Nanteuilj ** he was not in full pos-
session of his faculties."

Pradel shrugged his shoulders.
" After all, it's possible.    Insanity and reason,,
it's a matter of appreciation.    To whom could we
apply for a certificate ?"

Madame Doulce and Pradel called to mind
three physicians in succession ; but they were unable
to find the address of the first; the second was bad-
tempered, and it was decided that the third was dead.